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July 2010
Banshee’s Fastpitch Softball Quarterly Newsletter

Welcome to the banshee’s Fastpitch Softball organization’s 2nd quarterly newsletter for calendar year 2010.  Our team’s are fully engaged in tournament play and preparing for national venues.  We are very proud of the growth of our players, teams and overall organization this year.  You will note by reading this newsletter the very positive steps we are taking to continue to grow as a travel softball organization.  Additionally, we see huge advances in our teams as they place, win and excel on the field and in tournament play.
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Board Of Directors meeting update:
The Board Of Directors held its 2nd quarter meeting on Thursday, june 17th, 2010.  The Board elected the following slate of Officers and Directors for the upcoming 2010-2011 softball season:  President-Bob Casagrand; Vice president-Dave Myers; Treasurer-Cheri James; Secretary-Kathy Lutz; 12U Player Director-Bruce Baldus; 14U Player Director-Tom Wallace; 16U Player Director-Chris Edwards; Showcase Player Director- Joe DiFillippo.  Each Officer and Director will serve a one year term commencing August 1st, 2010 and running through July 31st, 2011.  Each Officer and Director has one vote for matters before the Board during his/her term.  Please contact any board member with concerns regarding our Banshee’s organization.

Banshee’s website update:
The banshee’s Fastpitch softball website address is:  www.bansheesfastpitch.com.   This year we made many additions and changes to the website in order to make the site a viable tool for our coaches, players and parents.  We hope that you have enjoyed using the site and hope you will continue to make suggestions for improvements.  Again, any newsworthy items or pictures regarding our Banshee’s players and/or teams should be submitted timely to Bob Casagrand for addition to the site.  It is requested that news articles and pictures first be approved by the team Manager prior to submission.
 
Uniform & clothing update:
The Banshee’s Fastpitch Softball organization will be rolling out a new website process for ordering clothing items for the 2010-2011 softball season.  The clothing ordering Website was developed by our vendor, Don-Len Inc. and is scheduled for roll-out on August 1st, 2010.  More details on the open ordering season to be provided by our Head Coaches once 2010-2011 tryouts are complete and teams selected.  Team Head Coaches will be looking for a parent volunteer  for each team to be uniform coordinator.  If interested, see Team Head Coach for details.

Future coaching opportunities:

The Banshee’s Fastpitch Softball organization is happy to announce that Mr. Tom Wallace will be the Head Coach of our 14U travel softball team for the upcoming 2010-2011 softball season.  For those interested in our 14U team for next year, please contact Tom at the following phone or email address: 215-439-5725 or jtpalomino@comcast.net.   Reminder that we are still looking for a 10u team head coach for the 2010-2011 season.    It takes dedicated coaches to keep our program growing.  Please contact bob casagrand at robert.f.casagrand@lmco.com if you know of anyone interested in coaching our 10U team.  We will be having a 10U Age Bracket tryout.

2010-2011 try-out dates, times & locations approved by the board of directors:

The Banshee’s Fastpitch softball organization will hold try-outs for our teams on the following dates at the times and locations indicated:  

Date
Thursday
Saturday
    Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Age Bracket
August 12th, 2010
August 14th, 2010
August 15th, 2010
August 21st, 2010
August 22nd, 2010
10U Age Bracket



11:00 am – 1:00 pm
11:00 am – 1:00 pm

12U Red & Black

9:00 am – 11:00 am
9:00 am – 11:00 am






14U Age Bracket
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
11:00 am – 1:00 pm






16U Age Bracket

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
**1:00 pm – 3:00 pm



Showcase



3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Tryouts to be held at the Hatboro-Horsham High School Junior Varsity field – 411 Babylon Road, Horsham, PA 19044.  Please check the hotline in case of schedule changes/weather changes.  The hotline number is 215-525-1680.    **Tryout only if necessary.
10u team news:










The 2010 10U team's hard work during the winter months paid off with a very successful season!  The 10U team finished with a record of 21 wins & 13 losses.  The team also had 3 second place finishes including the X-treme   X-plosion tourney (5/9/2010) , the Pennsbury Memorial Day Mayhem tourney (5/30/2010) & the Diamond Nation Express tourney (6/6/2010).    
The "top 3" game highlights from the 2010 regular season include:  (1.)  The win on 6/7 vs. the Hazlet Hawks with Francesca Capozzi out-dueling the blazing fast Hazlet pitcher after a long HR from Casey Meyers.( 2.) The first win of the season on 4/10 vs. the Orange Crush where Emily McNesby raced home to score on a walk-off double by Alyssa Myers.  (3.) The win on 4/24 vs. the Blue Thunder where the team turned a triple play  - the play started with a great grab in Center Field by Miranda Royds (out #1), to Katie McNesby at First Base for a force (out #2), followed by a perfect throw to Home Plate where Casey Meyers tagged the runner out. 
Individually, ALL of the players made major contributions to this team; Kylie Flagler’s  toughness as a catcher & hitting the first Home Run of the season; Katie McNesby's "gold glove" defense at 1b; Miranda Royds' clutch hit versus the Spirit; the season long "big game" pitching of Francesca Capozzi; the two no-hitters pitched by Alyssa Myers; Gabby Salamone's spectacular grab in Left Field versus the CJ Lightning; Casey Meyers & her team leading batting average of .411; Courtney Anderson has played awesome defense while being a terror on the base paths; Maddy Maletz’ serving as the catalyst for the Team’s offense as the leadoff hitter;  Emily McNesby's blazing fast speed & development as a solid pitcher;  Taylor Sciubba's long Third Base play versus the Newtown Rock;  Allie Meyers with her not too shabby .375 batting avg & near flawless defense at Short Stop; Torri Brandenburger's return to the circle after a season long leg injury.
the 10U Banshee's Team is currently at PONY Nationals in Wilmington, Delaware.  We wish our 10U Team the greatest of success at Nationals and as they move on to the 12U Black age Bracket.

12u team news:
Our 12u Team saw outstanding growth in its players and as a team during the Tournament Season.  The pinnacle point for the team was its semi-final finish at the Banshee’s Bash tournament.   the 10U and 14U Banshee’s teams  cheered the 12U  on in defeating the Blue Thunder to make it to the semi-final round.  The 12U team is done its travel tournament play for this season and is now focused on playing in the little league district tournament representing Horsham Little League.  We wish our 12U team much success in tournament play.  
The 12U team will be returning as our older 12U Red team for the 2010-2011 season.   Players that will not reach their 13th birthday prior to January 1st, 2011 are encouraged to make our tryouts in august.

14u team news:

Our 14U Team experienced tremendous growth in its second year at the 14U age bracket.  With 3 first place championships, Two runner-up awards and multiple semi-final finishes, the team received invitations to Pony Nationals in Cary, North Carolina, The USSSA World Series in Kissimmee, Florida and ASA Nationals in Moline, Illinois.  Our 14U Program also hosted three highly successful tournaments and experienced playing at the Wide World of Sports/ESPN complex  at Disney World in Orlando, Florida in February 2010.  At ASA States in Drifton, PA, the Banshee’s 14U team enjoyed great success by staying in the winner’s bracket into the final elite 8 with 4 wins and 0 losses.  The team finished in 5th place out of 28 teams that participated from the entire state of Pennsylvania.  The team will be travelling to Cary, North Carolina to participate in PONY Nationals at the end of July.  We wish the 14U program great success in its National run.
Our team will be moving up to the 16U age bracket for the 2010-2011 season.  The program in 2011 will focus on showcase participation at the 16U/18U level in order to provide early college coach visibility to our players interested in collegiate softball participation. The team will travel within Pennsylvania and the surrounding states in addition to the Hall of Fame tournament in Sterling, Virginia in October 2010, the Rising Stars Showcase tournament in Plantation, Florida in January 2011,  and ASA 16U States.  Our goal for the next season will be to receive an invitation to play at the 16U ASA Nationals in Marietta, Georgia. 

Showcase team news:

Our Showcase team continues to gain wide visibility with college coaches.  The team has focused over the season on college showcase tournaments and enjoyed exceptional growth as a team.  The team traveled to Plantation, Florida in January 2010 and played exceptionally well at the Rising Stars Showcase tournament.  Our players continue to attend showcase clinics and tournaments that are well attended by Division I, II and III college coaches.  
The team will continue its focus on a Showcase schedule in the Fall of 2010 and in 2011.
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